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LONG TITLE
(General Description:

This comcurrent resolution of the Legislature and the Governor urges the United States
Secretary of the Interior to honor the 2003 Settlement Agreement and sbandon the
"Wild Lands" wildemess re-inventory, and urges Congress to honor longstanding
commitments to multiple use public lands management.

Highlighted Provisions:

This resolution:

v urees the United States Secretary of the Interior to honor the 2003 Settlement
Agreement and abandon the "Wild Lands™ wilderness re-inventory; and

= urges the United States Congress to honor the longstanding commitment to multiple
use management of public lands in Utah and the Western Uniled States.

Special Clauses:

None
———
Be i resolved by the Legislature of the stare of Urah, the Governor concurring therein:

WHEREAS, the wise multiple nse of the public lands in Utah and in the Western
United States is necessary for cconomic stability, 1s critical to the stale's foture, and is an
important part of Utah's culmure and heritage:

WHEREAS, prudent application of sustainable multiple use principles allows the siale's

renewable and abundant natural resources o be of value to all Americans, while protecting the
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many unique and sensilive parts of the statc;

WHEREAS, the federal government controls two of every thres acres of the state of
Utah. second only to Nevada among the contiguous 48 states;

WHEREAS. the multiple use management of the lands held in common in Utah has
contributed to the well being of the statc and nation through energy development, mineral
development. production of food and fber, and recreational opportunitics;

WHEREAS, the creation of new wealth is tied directly to the land and the judicious
development of the state’s nateral resources:

WHEREAS, ownership and privale property rights are the catalyst 1o increasing wealth
and improving socicty’s standard of living, and is a belief central to capitalism and a successful
free enterprise system:

WHEREAS, nisk and investiment capital scck market opportunitics that exhibit political
and policy stability, the hallmarks of Utah's business climate, but are adversely affected by the
political posturing and disregard for state input related to management of 23 000,000 acres of
land administered by the Uniled States Department of Intenor’s Burcaw of Land Management;

WHEREAS, Revised Stamte 2477, effective for more than 100 years and purposely
protected in the Federal Land Policy Management Act of 1976, provided for the development
of Tah's natural resources;

WHEREAS, the Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 cstablished the legal obligation and
responsibility of the federal government to safeguard livestock grazing rights as part of the
cultural and soctal fabne of the West, ultmately upheld as the "chiefly valuable lor gracang
doctrine”;

WHEREAS, generations of economically viable livestock grazing operations in Utah
have been forged to families combining private and public land resources that ultimately
contribute to local economies and are the catalyst for prescrving open space in many rapidly
developing areas:

WHEREAS, management of the unreserved federal lands administered by the Interior
Department are obligated under the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) to
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incorparate inlo agency management plans “consistency” in partnership with state and local
planning:

WHEREAS, a fundamental principle cspoused by the nation's Founders called for
equality among the states and is relerred 1o as the "Equal Footing Docirine,” a principle that
calls for each state to enter the Union equal in their sovereign power;

WHEREAS, the Tntenor Department’s "Treasurcd Landscapes” internal planning
document reveals an agency bias, and outside influences identified as muoch as 130,000,000
acres of Bureau of Land Management (BLM }-administered lands lor special "Wild Lands™
designation:

WHEREAS, the "Treasured Landscapes™ internal document also recommends that the
Secretary of the Interior circumvent congressional mandates related to wildermess designations,
calling for wildemess protcction through Presidential Proclamations:

WHEREAS, on December 23, 2010, the Secretary of the Interior announced Secretarial
Order 3310, calling for a re-inventory of Bureau of Land Management lands with "wilderness
charactenistics” under a new Sccretarial definition of “Wild Lands” and diverting funds from
critical agency needs:

WHEREAS, the BLM has inventoried lands with wilderness characteristics, following
the National Environmental Policy Act requirements, as part of the agency's Resource
Management Planning process:

WHEREAS, Secretanal Order 3310 secks to establish new wilderness study areas in
Ltah and throughout the West based on the new wild lands definition and BLM inventory
suidance providing the BLM broader authority to stop encrgy development. livestock grazing,
mineral extraction, and recreabional activibies;

WHEREAS, jobs generated through multiple vse activities on the public lands provide
family sustaining, well paying jobs to hundreds of thousands of Utahns and are the economic
backbone of Utah's rural communitics;

WHEREAS., in recent testimony before Congress's House Natural Resources
Committee, the Director of the BLM indicated that he lacked the statitory authority to
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implement the policies of Secretarial Order 3310; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the Interior's decision to withdraw from the 2003
Utah—Interior Scttlement Agreement is an insult to Utahns, and Secretanal Order 3310 s a
violation of the spanl and the letter of the Wilderness Act of 1964, nltimately undermining the
goodwill and collaborative efforts currently underway in Ulah 1o fnd mutvally agreeable land
wse solutions:

NOW, THEREFORE_ BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of the state of Ultah, the
Governor concurring therein, urge the United States Secretary of the Interior to honor the 2003
Settlement Agreement and abandon the "Wild Lands" wilderness re-inventory.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature and the Governor urge the Tnited
States Congress to honor the longstanding commitment to multiple use management of public
lands mn Utah and the Western United States.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Majority
Leader of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives,
the United Statcs Secretary of the Interior, the President of the United States, and to the

members of Utah's congressional delegation.
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